
 

 
 

Meeting date: 1 September 2021 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 

Subject/report 
title: 

GAMBLING ACT 2005 – CONSULTATION TO REVIEW THE 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

Report from: Director for Economy and Infrastructure 

Report 
author/lead 
contact officer: 

Annie Bettison – Licensing Team Leader 

abettison@solihull.gov.uk 

 

 
Wards affected:  

☐ All Wards | ☐ Bickenhill | ☐ Blythe | ☐ Castle Bromwich | ☐ Chelmsley Wood | 

☐ Dorridge/Hockley Heath | ☐ Elmdon | ☐ Kingshurst/Fordbridge | ☐ Knowle | 

☐ Lyndon | ☐ Meriden | ☐ Olton | ☐ Shirley East | ☐ Shirley South | 

☐ Shirley West | ☐ Silhill | ☐ Smith’s Wood | ☐ St Alphege 

Public/private 
report: 

Public 

Exempt by virtue 
of paragraph: 

N/A 

 

 
1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek approval to conduct a consultation in relation to the Gambling Act 2005 
Statement of Principles (“the Statement”), which must be published every three years. 

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 To agree to the consultation being undertaken in preparation for a final draft to be 
considered by the Committee on 22 November.  The decision to adopt the Statement 
will then be considered by Full Council. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 Under the Gambling Act 2005, the Council is required to review and publish its 
Statement at least once every three years.  The Statement sets out the approach the 
Council will take when exercising its functions under the Act. 

3.2 There are no changes proposed to the Statement, apart from an update to statistics 
and data when available, however the Licensing Authority still has a duty to consult to 
ensure that the Statement remains current and to seek views, suggestions and 
amendments from consultees. 

3.3 A list of proposed consultees is included within the Statement attached at Appendix 



 

 
 

A. 

3.4 The consultation will run for ten weeks, from 2 September to 11 November. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 There are no alternative options as the review of the Statement is a statutory 
requirement.  Failure to do so will result in the Council being in breach of its statutory 
duty. 

4.2 The Committee may make amendments to the Statement. 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 Reviewing and publishing the Statement under the Gambling Act 2005 is a statutory 
requirement. 

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

Business investment is key to the growth 
agenda within the borough and the 
gambling sector can play an important part 
in this. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

N/A 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

The licensing objectives under the act are as 
follows: 

 Preventing Gambling from being a 
source of crime and disorder, being 
associated with crime and disorder or 
being used to support crime 

 Ensuring that gambling is conducted 
in a fair and open way 

 Protecting children and other 
vulnerable persons from being 
harmed or exploited by gambling 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

The Statement helps to ensure that licence 
holders promote these objectives 
responsibly and helps the general public to 
understand its importance in protecting 
communities. The Licensing Authority can 
take action to address any areas of concern, 
which will instil greater confidence in the 
users of gambling businesses.      

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 Before determining its Statement, the Licensing Authority must (as a minimum) 
undertake consultation with: 

 The Chief Officer of Police 

 One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 
persons carrying on gambling businesses in the authority’ area 

 One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of 
persons likely to be affected by the exercise of the authority’s functions under 
the Act 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 Nil 

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires the Council, as a Licensing Authority, 
to prepare and publish a Statement of Principles which it proposes to apply to the 
exercise of its functions under the Act. 

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 None identified 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1 Due regard has been given to the public sector equality duty in compiling the 
Statement and in all decision making processes. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Appendix A – Draft Statement 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 Gambling Act 2005 

8.2 Gambling Commission Guidance to Licensing Authorities (last updated 13 May 2021) 



 

 
 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 None 


